176                        THE GOSPEL OP BUDDHA.

And Buddha seeing the kings with their armies
ready to fight, requested them to tell him the cause of
their quarrels. Having heard the complaints on both
sides, he said :                                                          2

" I understand that the embankment has value for
some of your people, has it any Intrinsic value aside
from Its service to your men?"                       -          3

" It has no Intrinsic value whatever/7 was the re-
ply. The Tathagata continued : " Now when you go
to battle is it not sure that many of your men will be
slain and you yourselves, O kings, are liable to lose
your lives ? "                                                            4

And they said : " Verily, it Is sure that many will
be slain and our own lives be jeopardised."               b

"The blood of men, however," said Buddha, "has
it less intrinsic value than a mound of earth? "           (i

"No," the kings said, "the lives of men and
above all the lives of kings, are priceless."                7

Then the Tathagata concluded : "Are you going to
stake that which is priceless against that which has no
intrinsic value whatever? "                                        a

The wrath of the two monarchs abated, and they
came to a peaceable agreement.                                a

LXXVIII. THE HUNGRY DOG.

There was a great king who oppressed his people
and was hated by his subjects; yet when the Tathagata
came into his kingdom, the king desired much to see
him; so he went to the place where the Blessed One
stayed and asked: "O ShakyamunI, can you teach a
lesson to the king that will divert his mind and benefit
him at the same time ? "                                           l

And the Blessed One said: "<I shall tell you the
parable of the hungry dog:                                       *2